
4th Grade Orchestra 
Information 

 

September 12, 2018 

 

Dear Parents of Fourth Grade Orchestra Students, 

 

Welcome to Lancaster’s instrumental music program!  My name is Miss Holly Meides and I will be your child’s orchestra and lesson 

teacher for grades four through six.  

 

Lesson Schedule 

 

Lessons will begin the week of Monday, September 17th.   Attached is a note indicating when their first lesson will be.  Lessons are 

scheduled on the same day each week, however, the lesson times change weekly. The rotation is necessary to ensure that your child 

does not miss the same subject in his/her classroom each week.  At the first lesson, your child will receive and be taught how to read 

their September/October lesson schedule.  Please reinforce understanding of this chart at home.  It is the responsibility of each student 

to pick up a copy of the next month’s lesson schedule.  In addition, this schedule is e-mailed to every classroom teacher, posted in all 

of his or her rooms, and posted in my room as well.  It is critical to your child’s success that they are prepared for and attend each 

lesson seeing that there are only four 30 minute lessons, at most, per month. Students are expected to come to their lesson at their 

scheduled time without a reminder from their classroom/orchestra teacher.  Students should leave their rooms 2-3 minutes prior to 

their lesson so their lesson can begin on time. 

 

To assist your child, you may want to review your child’s lesson time with them for the first few weeks.  This will also be done in 

lessons.  Reminder calls to the classrooms for students who forgot to come to their lesson will also be given until October 5th.  It 

should not take long before they are confident in reading the schedule on their own.  For students who need an extra little reminder, 

you could write their time on a post-it note and they can attach it to their desk. 

  

Commitment 

 

Learning to play an instrument is not a quick process.  Students must understand that they need to commit time to the instrument and 

should be patient throughout the learning process. The music teacher will be there to guide and motivate students along the way.  All 

students who enroll in the instrumental music program make a commitment to stay in the program for the entire school year.  If 

circumstances demand that the student discontinue the program before the school year ends, it must be a decision agreed on by the 

principal, music teacher, student, and parent.  Due to the progressive nature of learning an instrument, students are not permitted to 

switch instruments or return if they discontinue study unless there are extenuating circumstances such as a medical condition. 

 

Practice 

 

Performing well on an instrument requires the development of physical and mental skills beyond those normally needed in the 

classroom or in everyday life.  Hand positions, technique, and reading skills must be developed.  All of this requires regular and 

consistent practice.  We recommend that all students practice five days per week, twenty to thirty minutes each day. 

  

Concerts 

  

Fourth grade orchestra students will perform in one spring concert.   Concerts are the product of many hours of practice and 

preparation.  They are events that create lasting memories for all who participate.  Since we teach our students the importance of 

performing at the concerts, and that every member is an integral part of the team effort, everyone is expected to attend all concerts. 

 

Concerts are to be viewed as final exams that, by their nature, cannot be made-up. They are the culmination of all the material covered 

in weeks and/or months of rehearsals and, in the best interest of everyone involved in the ensemble, concert attendance by everyone is 

necessary. In the event of an extenuating circumstance (such as personal illness or death in the family), please inform the teacher 

immediately with a written note or a phone call. In the event of a concert absence for one of these reasons, the student will be provided 

the opportunity to complete a course related project in lieu of the missed concert. In the rare case that a student is forced to miss a 

concert performance for another reason, a note from a parent is required as an official explanation. Prior knowledge of such an 

anticipated absence is needed by the music teacher so that any necessary instrument parts can be rearranged and must be received at 

least four weeks in advance. 

 

 



Concert Dress 

 

We attempt to create a “professional” atmosphere at our concerts and we emphasize a very high standard of performance and 

behavior.  To encourage this, we ask that all students dress in a way that is appropriate for a formal event.  Dressing like a professional 

musician helps to create an attitude that raises the level of performance and behavior. 

 

So students do not feel out of place, below are the department guidelines: 

 

Girls:  dark bottoms, white shirt, and dress shoes  

 Boys:  dark dress pant, white dress shirt, shoes, and long neck tie 

 

Grading Policies 

 

Grades in instrumental music are posted to the parent portal throughout the second, third, and fourth marking periods. 

  

Each marking period grade is determined based on the following criteria: 

 Lessons 50% 

 Ensemble 25% 

 Concert/Semester Project 25% 

 

Lessons: (50%) 

 Small group lessons provide the opportunity for each student to dramatically improve technical skills and musicianship 

relative to their particular instrument. The following criteria will be used to determine each student’s weekly lesson grade:  

performance, effort, preparation, and attendance. 

 

Ensemble: (25%) 

 Students are expected to be prepared with all needed supplies/materials, as well as present a positive attitude and demonstrate 

their best effort at all times. Consistent lack of materials or disruptive behavior during rehearsals will be reflected in the 

ensemble grade.  

 

Concert/Semester Project: (25%) 

 Students who attend the spring concert or successfully complete the semester project will receive credit. We take into account 

that all students are individuals and vary in their abilities and in the speed at which they mature and develop.  Since students 

will be judged on their own levels of improvement, any student who is willing to practice and try his or her best can achieve a 

satisfactory grade. 

 

Supplies 

 

In addition to their instrument, students will need  Essential Elements 2000, Book 1 for their specific instrument, rosin, a soft cloth 

(half of an old washcloth works great), and a pencil. 

 

In the event that an instrument requires attention, the teachers should be notified immediately.  If it is not something minor that can be 

fixed right at school, the music teacher will recommend that it be brought to an instrument repair specialist to properly repair the 

instrument.  PLEASE DO NOT try to repair the instrument at home, especially with regular tools.  The sooner the instrument is 

repaired, the sooner the student can return to rehearsal with an instrument having missed as little playing time as possible.  

 

Contact Information 

 

I can be  reached at the phone number listed below or by e-mail at hmeides@lancasterschools.org.  Calls and emails will be responded 

to within 24-48 hours from when they are received.  

 

I’m looking forward to working with you and your child this school year. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Miss Holly Meides 

William Street School 

Fourth Grade Orchestra Director 

686-3800, ext. 6411 

mailto:hmeides@lancasterschools.org

